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Yamunanagar admn’s ‘Saraswati found’
claim questioned

Hindustan Times, May 06, 2015

FINDING WATER AT 8-9 FEET IS NOT UNUSUAL. WATER IS FOUND AT EVEN LESS
DEPTH. WITHOUT SCIENTIFIC STUDY, AUTHORITIES MUST NOT MAKE ANY
CLAIM ON THE BASIS OF A BELIEF. NARESH TULI, chairperson, department of geology,
PU

YAMUNANAGAR: Experts have raised serious doubts on a claim made by the Yamunanagar
administration on Tuesday that water traces found during the digging on the dry riverbed is
actually the ancient inactive Saraswati river.

Yamunanagar deputy commissioner SS Phulia, who earlier made the announcement about the
so-called finding, told Hindustan Times that it was on the basis of an ‘assumption and popular’
belief that water traces were announced as Saraswati.

“As you have rightly pointed out, we may rope in geologists to get the spots examined for further
details,” said the DC.

Geologists said that the authorities should have examined the spots scientifically before
associating it with a river that ceased to flow 10,000 years ago.

With a view to promoting religious and heritage tourism in the Kurukshetra circuit, the Manohar
Lal Khattar government had started creating a new water channel on the dry bed.

Initially, the project to ‘revive’ Saraswati was announced by the previous Bhupinder Singh
Hooda government and digging of a new water channel had started in Kurukshetra district.

Located near Bilaspur subdivision, about 40 km from here, Adi Badri is considered to be the site
where the Saraswati river was believed to have entered the plains after flowing in the Himalayas.

Excavation programme had started from Adi Badri up to Pehowa in the adjoining Kurukshetra
district.

On Tuesday, as workers were removing earth at village Mugalwali, water stared oozing out of a
seven-feet deep trench. As similar water traces were spotted in 8-9 other spots in the adjoining
areas, DC Phulia immediately announced it as the ancient Saraswati. Phulia and other district
officials also offered ladoos to the ‘holy waters’.



Yamunanagar district administration also immediately issued press releases along with
photographs of ‘discovery’.

However, talking to Hindustan Times, geologists said that it was premature to lable it as an
ancient river. Naresh Tuli, chairperson of department of geology, Panjab University, Chandigarh,
said that before making any such statement, the administration should have got examined the
spots by geologists.

“Finding water at 8-9 feet is not unusual. Shallow aquifer is a geological condition where water
is found at even less than the said depth. But without any scientific study, the authorities must
not make any claim merely on the basis of a belief,” said Tuli.

Another geologist from Kurukshetra University, AR Chaudhari, said that he would visit the spots
on Wednesday.

“Presence of water at such a low level is interesting, but it will be too early to jump to any
conclusion about its connection with Saraswati. Situation demands analysis of the area before
giving any opinion,” said Chaudhai, who had worked with the Oil and Natural Gas Commission
(ONGC) in 2006 to explore water possibility along ancient Saraswati river course. Meanwhile,
another expert, who wished not to be identified, said that finding water on upper clay level was
common.

“The area where the water is spotted is located near the foothills and seasonal riveruet Som flows
in its vicinity. It is quite possible that soil structure of the said region had retained water at the
upper level due to the heavy presence of water flow,” said the expert.

SAFFRON LINK
For the past more than a decade, former Haryana Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief

and an industrialist from Yamunanagar Darshan Lal Jain has been instrumental in pursuing the
case to revive Saraswati.




Saraswati no more a myth, water strikes at 7-
feet depth

The Tribune 06.05.2015 P.No. 04

Truth unravelled

e The team working on reviving the Saraswati River in Yamunanagar district found strong water
current on reaching a depth of seven-feet

e Water struck at nine points when the creek of the river was being dug at Mughalwali village

e Assembly Speaker Kanwar Pal Gurjar had inaugurated the excavation work of 'Saraswati Revival
Project' at Rullaheri village on April 21

e Theriver length in Yamunanagar would be 55 km and would pass through 43 villages.

e Itis believed that the river passes underground through Kurukshetra, Jind, Hisar, Fatehabad and
Sirsa districts before entering Rajasthan and Gujrat.

e The project would promote eco-tourism, pilgrimage tourism, water conservation and improve
ecological balance
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Deputy Commissioner SS Phulia and District Development and Panchayat Officer Gagandeep Singh
undertake digging work at Mughalwali village on Tuesday. A tribune Photograph

Shiv Kumar Sharma
Yamunanagar, May 5
It was a joyous moment for the team working on reviving the Saraswati River in Yamunanagar district as

they found strong water current on reaching a depth of seven-feet today.

This has raised hopes for the entire project, which was receiving criticism from various planks who
termed it an RSS ambition.



Assembly Speaker Kanwar Pal Gurjar had inaugurated the excavation work of ‘Saraswati Revival Project’
at Rullaheri village in Yamunanagar district on April 21.

After inauguration, the District Development and Panchayat Department had undertaken digging work
in two-and-a-half-km area. Water struck at nine points when the creek of river was being dug at
Mughalwali village on Tuesday.

“The water is potable, fresh in taste and sweet,” said Deputy Commissioner SS Phulia, after a visit to the
Mughalwali village.

The delighted people of the village offered prayers to Goddess Saraswati and distributed sweets
amongst themselves and workers involved in the digging work.

District Development and Panchayat Officer Gagandeep Singh, who is coordinating the Saraswati Revival
Project, said the river length in Yamunanagar district would be 55 km.

Earlier, plan was to dig the river till seven feet deep. However, now, they were planning to dig it till 10
feet deep for good natural flow of water. The river would pass through 43 villages of the district.

Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has already announced Rs 50 crore for this project.

The credit to bring the Saraswati River on ground goes to 88-year-old RSS veteran Darshan Lal Jain. He
had formed Saraswati Nidi Sodh Sansthan in 1999 and since then, has been struggling for its revival.

“Some people thought it to be a mythological fantasy but water found at 7-feet -deep in its creek has
proved that the Saraswati River is flowing below the earth,” said Darshan Lal Jain.

The river originates from Adi Badri in Yamunanagar. It is believed that the river passes underground
through Kurukshetra, Jind, Hisar, Fatehabad and Sirsa districts before entering Rajasthan and Gujrat.

The DC said the project would prove to be a milestone in the development of this area as it would
promote eco-tourism, pilgrimage tourism, water conservation and improve ecological balance.
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